WATER      UNDER      THE      BRIDGES
or what is known in Foreign Office parlance as discussing "hypo-
thetical questions.' * I can only quote a ridiculous example of exaggera-
tion in this respect which took place in 1936. His Majesty's Ambassa-
dor in Paris reported by telegraph one day that he had been to see
the French Minister for Foreign Affairs in order to learn the views
of the French Government in the event of a German attempt to
occupy the Rhineland. The reply which he received was briefly
to the effect that it would be preferable in future for His Majesty's
Ambassador not to discuss hypothetical questions with the French
Government. Three weeks later the Germans reoccupied the
Rhineland.